
macrophages transfected with hY3. IFIT1 MX1, and EIF2AK2
transcripts were significantly increased in the WISH cells
treated with hY3 macrophage supernatants, but not macro-
phage supernatants alone (n=7, p=0.02).
Conclusion These data now provide a link between IFN and the
inflammatory and possibly fibrosing component of CHB and posi-
tion Siglec-1 positive macrophages as integral to the process.
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Background The occurrence of systemic lupus erythematosus
(SLE) varies considerably worldwide, with documented high
incidence rates among women of African descent. The clinical
course is likely influenced by social determinants, including

socioeconomic position (SEP), yet findings remain inconsistent,
with little information from the Caribbean diaspora. This
study presents the epidemiology of SLE in St. Lucia for the
first time, exploring the association of SEP and SLE medica-
tion adherence and disease severity.
Methods Data have been collected from the only specialist
lupus clinic in St Lucia between 1995 and 2017. We explored
the effect of selected markers of SEP on disease severity (yes/
no), and treatment adherence (yes/no) using logistic regression,
adjusting for the effects of age, sex and years since diagnosis
at all times. We used education level (primary or secondary
education, tertiary education) or patients eligible for treatment
cost discount or exemption (yes/no) as indicators of SEP. We
also explored the effect of enrolment in a self-help pro-
gramme on both regression outcomes, and the effect of treat-
ment adherence on disease severity.
Results 143 people with SLE have registered at the clinic
between 1995 and 2017. The mean age at diagnosis was 32
years (standard deviation 12 years), and 132 (92%) were
female, for a female to male ratio of 12 to 1. Since 2010 (a
period of full clinic operation) 66 women have been diag-
nosed with SLE, for a crude incidence rate of 9.3 per
1 00 000 person years (95% CI 7.2 to 11.8). Half (49%) had
a severe clinical course, defined as having cerebritis, nephritis,
or being on dialysis, and half (50%) were medication adherent
at their last follow-up visit. Higher SEP was consistently asso-
ciated with increased treatment adherence and decreased dis-
ease severity (treatment adherence odds ratios ranged from
2.4 to 3.4; disease severity odds ratios ranged from 1.0 to
3.5) (figure 1).
Conclusion In St Lucia, among a population of predominantly
African descent, and using selected markers of SEP, patients of
lower socioeconomic position have more severe disease and
lower medication adherence than those of higher socioeco-
nomic position.
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Background Chronic dermatologic diseases in general and
cutaneous involvement in patients with systemic lupus erythe-
matosus (SLE) in particular have been linked to increased
depression. However, little is known about the burden of
depression and its risk factors in patients with primary chronic
cutaneous lupus erythematosus (CCLE), the most common
type of cutaneous lupus. Additionally, previous studies examin-
ing CCLE have included predominantly white patients, despite
recent findings indicating that black individuals have higher
susceptibility for this condition and experience earlier damage
in the disease course. We aimed to examine the prevalence of
depression in patients with primary CCLE in the Southeast

Abstract LL-01 Figure 1 Odds ratios with 95% confidence intervals
for potential predictors of disease severity and treatment adherence
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